
strands of Continental philosophy, with a
heavy representation—especially from Tübin-
gen, into dialogue with a more Anglo-Saxon
bioethics. This breadth of perspective is uncom-
mon, impressive, and very helpful. I hope that
further contributions of this sort emerge from
future collaborative projects in Europe.

A Clarke
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The Concise Encyclopedia of the
Ethical Assessment of New
Technologies

Edited by R Chadwick. Academic Press,
2001, pp 404, £53.95. ISBN 0-12-
166355-8
Whilst offering extensive new opportunities,
technological developments also tend to pose
serious challenges and difficult ethical ques-
tions. Developments in—for example, bio-
technology, information technology, transport
technology, and nuclear technology have for
decades been the subject of intense public
debate and a principal object for philosophical
reflection and ethical analysis. The Concise
Encyclopedia of the Ethical Assessment of New
Technologies is a collection of articles, thought-
fully edited by Ruth Chadwick, which ad-
dresses a range of the ethical issues pertaining
to contemporary technology.

The editor’s objective in this collection
appears to be to describe general methodologi-
cal issues in ethical analysis and to give an
account of the practical application of ethical
theory to issues surrounding new technolo-
gies. Some of the articles provide an outline of
conceptual frameworks for ethical analysis
and key ethical principles—for example, dis-
cussions of consequential and deontological
perspectives, the precautionary principle, and
slippery slope arguments. Other articles go
beyond these methodological issues and apply
ethical terminology to specific technologies
such as genetics, computers, nuclear technol-
ogy, and reproductive technology.

The collected articles all have a standard-
ised and easily accessible layout and are
arranged in a single alphabetical list by topic.
This confirms what is already suggested in the
book’s title, namely that the encyclopedia is a
scholarly reference work. The main body of
each article follows a short outline section,
including a preview of headings, a glossary of
essential concepts, and a brief introductory
paragraph defining the debated issues and
summarising the content. A short bibliogra-
phy completes each article.

The encyclopedia provides a detailed first
introduction to a number of new technologies
and the ethical issues pertaining to them. The
very helpful introductory paragraphs make it
easy for the reader to focus on essential
themes and the glossary makes it possible to
keep track of sometimes quite complex
technical and philosophical issues. Most arti-
cles are easy to read and the authors succeed
in giving a nuanced account of often quite
controversial cases. However, the limited
space available makes it difficult for the
articles to be more than good and thorough
introductions. An extended bibliography, con-
sisting of suggestions for further reading,
could make the encyclopedia an even better
work of reference.

Naturally a collection of articles on a very
broad subject such as new technologies will
have to depend on a cautious selection among
a large number of relevant and important
topics. It seems the articles for this collection

have been selected with some preference for
biotechnology and medical technology, and
although the book to some extent also
addresses the impact of other technologies it
leaves the impression that ethical questions
relating to bio/medical technologies are par-
ticularly numerous and significant. The dis-
tinct focus adopted in the selection of articles
suggests that this is a work aimed mainly at
an audience specifically interested in biotech-
nology and medical ethics.

In sum, The Concise Encyclopedia of the Ethical
Assessment of New Technologies impresses as a
highly applicable reference work, particularly
for readers with an interest in biotechnology,
medical technology, and biomedical ethics.
The book is easy to use for reference but also
serves to bring attention to important new
issues and emphasises the need to develop the
conceptual basis for analysis as new technolo-
gies emerge. For that reason it is likely to
become essential reading for ethicists, medi-
cal students, scientists, and others working
with the ethical implications of technology.
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Legal and Ethical Aspects of
Organ Transplantation

D Price, Cambridge University Press, 2000,
£45, pp 487. ISBN 0-521-65164-6

Some lawyers, even some academic lawyers,
have developed the happy knack of being in
the right place at the right time, without being
ambulance chasers. Thus David Price, with
not only a timely but a thoughtful and
thought provoking examination of organ
transplantation and associated questions of
commerce and commodity in body parts,
seems almost prescient. Did he know, when
he set out to compose what has emerged as
his elegant and authoritative account and cri-
tique, that bodies and body parts were about
to become one of the most controversial intel-
lectual properties for years?

Price’s corpus is in three parts; predictably
cadaveric organ transplantation and living
donors comprise the most substantial ele-
ments of his exegesis and critique. While his
review largely antedates cell nucleus substitu-
tion and the potential therapeutic application
of stem cell research, he recognises that this is
one of a number of “alternatives” to current
transplant technologies that will later require
more comprehensive consideration and re-
view. In a third, concluding section, he
addresses the troubling issue of “commerce”
and the troublesome one of “recipients”.
Throughout, his analysis and arguments are
driven by the need—as he perceives and
defends it—to respond to “medical globalisa-
tion”. This entails setting in place an inte-
grated, coherent, and global conception of
appropriate and acceptable transplantation
practice, and a similarly fashioned and dedi-
cated form of regulation.

Price attempts to stake out what for him
would be a coherent and defensible position
on organ transplantation that may be of
global reach and appeal while yet remaining
sensitive to culturally and politically diverse
circumstances. As others have concluded, this
is no mean task, and yet the attempt is an
important and urgent one. Too often, in the

absence of some agreed alternative frame-
work for international approaches to modern
scientific biomedicine the contemporary de-
fault mechanism of market regulation suc-
ceeds. Here, Price is shy neither of introducing
nor courting controversy. He engages with
commerce (it is “too dismissive to simply
sideline at least consideration of commercial
schemes”), marries doubt about the whole-
hearted value of intuitionism—(too long
dominant in public policy consideration of
transplant policy), with an appeal to relativity
(“philosophical choice in a specific cultural
milieu”), but would divorce the views of
potential donors from those of their relatives,
clearly preferring an apparently autonomy-
enhancing preference for doing as the former
(would have) wished, to what the latter would
have done.

Price concludes that developed countries
which do not facilitate an increase in organs
available for transplantation purposes encour-
age the development of an alternative trade in
organs. Thus, exploration of supranational
responses to need and regulation are necessary
to respect and protect donors, recipients, and
health care professionals, while yet encourag-
ing donation and increasing the supply of
transplantable organs. One of the keys to
unlocking this response is a strong slice of
autonomy—so that the premortem wishes of
potential donors are neither frustrated nor
assumed—and another is a mild draught of
commercialisation. Failing this, Price would
advocate a system of mandatory choice and
adherence to those choices even when they
would encompass presently legally dubious
practices—such as elective ventilation.

This is a comprehensive and considered
book on legal approaches to organ transplan-
tation which, as far as lawyers have been con-
cerned, has been strangely lacking as a
companion to a number of excellent studies of
the philosophy and ethics of the subject. But
Price engages also in those ethical debates
and arguments, and compared with many
who have surveyed other discrete areas of
modern biomedical practice has done so from
a broad international perspective; there is, (as
one example) more in this essay from the rich
and vibrant traditions of South America than
in many comparable volumes. This is a
particularly welcome addition to the emer-
gent library of international biomedical ethics
and comparative law.
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Transplantation Ethics

R M Veatch. Georgetown University Press,
2000, £46.75, pp 427. ISBN 0-87840-
811-8
Transplantation Ethics is a book that will be
welcomed by teachers and students of medi-
cal ethics as well as health care professionals
and policy makers involved in transplantation
issues. The book provides a broad overview of
recent and contemporary debates relating to
organ transplantation, while also defending
particular methods of approaching the ethical
questions and using them to argue for
particular policy proposals. Most of the book’s
chapters are based on previously published
material, and while this leads to a certain
amount of repetition, the overall result is
coherent and highly readable.

The book is divided into three parts. The
first addresses the definition of death, a mat-
ter which is clearly of great importance for
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